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GRISLY END - The remains of foster
child Billy Connors were found found in
lower Manhattan. Exact details of the
murder weren't clear, but Connors is the
estranged son of Dr. Curt Connors, also
known as the Lizard... more...

When Army doctor Curt Connors lost his arm in combat, he
dedicated his scientific knowledge toward cellular regeneration. His
experiments with reptile blood turned him into The Lizard, a reptilian
beast with super strength and enhanced senses.

Connors has spent the past few years trying to subdue the Lizard.
It cost him so much — his good name in the science community
was tarnished, and after his wife succumbed to cancer, he again
became the Lizard and went on a rampage that cost him custody
of his beloved son, Billy. But it did gain him a friend in the Amazing
Spider-Man.

KRAVEN’S VAST HUNT! - Ana Kraven,
daughter of the late Sergei Kravinoff, has
executed most of her mother Sasha's
plans across New York the past few
months. But who are the Kravens and
what's their end game? more...

Connors resurfaced working for Phelcorp, a pharmaceutical
company. But his abusive backer, Brian King, triggered the Lizard’s
return by engaging in a romantic affair with Connors’ assistant,
Marissa, secretly the object of Connors’ affections. On a rampage,
the Lizard killed King and several other Phelcorp employees — leaving
only Marissa alive. The Lizard set his sights even closer to Connors’
heart — hunting down young Billy Connors, and with the assistance of
Ana Kraven'’s timely interference, killed the young boy.

HIS BROTHER'S KEEPER? -

Mysterious assailants executed a group
of homeless in the Bronx last night,

Spider-Man was always able to put a stop to the Lizard by appealing
to Curt Connors’ human nature. But that human is dead...and only
the Lizard remains.

but their target, Kaine, a seemingly
superhuman vagrant, escaped alive. But
who is Kaine? more
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Phelcorp Industries. |

OFFICE OF POCTOR  —
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Issue 625--featuring the tragic story of the
Rhino-- elicited a massive amount of e-mail, so
I’'m going to try and shut up this week and let you
folks speak your minds.

Dear Spider-Mail,

You have broken my heart.

The story of Rhino’s redemption was so
beautiful, it moved me to tears. | made my wife
read the issue and she is not much of a comic book
reader at all.

Why couldn’t you have let him be healed and
whole and loved and free? Why couldn’t you have
just left him alone? I'm not only reeling in shock
from having just read issue #625, I'm actually
feeling hurt and angry. It's irrational, | know--the
Rhino is a fictional character, a mere pawn in a
greater epic story. He has his part to play, which
apparently will never change from what it has
always been: a villain for Spidey to beat on.

Please don't get me wrong--| hated One
More Day, but the writing has been so very good
since then, | haven't been able to take Spidey off my
pull list. | have been enjoying the title immensely.

Part of the reason for that was stories like
those in issue #617--stories that break the mold,
that actually break out of the Marvel Universe
and connect to real life because of the way they
break the mold. Issue #617 was inspiring. It
was like you were saying that we all don't have
to keep following negative and self-destructive
patterns just because we've always followed them.
We don't have to respond to hurt and loss by
perpetuating hurt and loss, so the cycle continues
endlessly until the end of time.

Who would have thought that the Rhino
could change? Who would have thought that he
could ever choose to be a coward for any reason?
Who better to illustrate such a beautiful principle
than the Rhino?

But now he’s lost his wife and it's all been
undone. That powerful, inspirational message has
been reversed, and maybe more damage caused
because it was allowed to come to print at all. The
hope for that kind of change gets beaten back so
often by life, and so many people think that it's just
not possible at all, that they let that kind of hope
die. “Why should | change? It's not who | am? I'll
never be any different.” Aleksei Sytsevich had risen
above that negative kind of thinking, and a lot of us
rose above it with him.

But where are we now? You may think I'm
overreacting (and maybe | am), that it’s just a story,
but this is different than Captain America dying
(everyone knew he was coming back eventually),
or the Sentry being enveloped by the Void (though
that is tragic), Tony Stark losing his mind, the
Punisher becoming a Frankenstein's monster, or
even Ares’ recent demise (which, unlike Cap, he'll
have a heckuva time coming back from). Those
are all great plot-twisting storytelling devices
that keep things fresh and interesting. Well, a
reformed Rhino was fresh and interesting, and he’s
not anymore. He's another villain with a grudge.
Just another grunt stuck in the same depressing
patterns until somebody with a mental iliness and
godlike powers rips him in half.

Or worse yet, like all of us here in the real
world, unceremoniously leaves this mortal coil
failing to realize the difference that we can all
make despite having made mistakes or having let
opportunity pass us by.

| realize the jury’s not out on Aleksei.
PLEASE give him another chance. Show him and
us that people can change for good--permanently-
-even when they have made really, really bad
decisions. I'm begging you. There are so many
of us out here who need that message, and we're
listening to you. Really.

Either way, I'll keep reading. Like | said, you
all turned a ridiculous event (again, BND, sorry)
into something compelling and exciting. And I'm
probably hooked for the long haul. But you must
know that you have broken my heart.

Jason M. Poole
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Dear Editor,

For awhile | wasn’t sure what | thought of
Brand New Day but over the past few months | have
been absolutely floored. Here was the character
that | admired and looked up to my whole life on
brilliant display. The Gauntlet has been amazing,
especially all the work that Joe Kelly is doing. | just
finished #625, and put it with the rest of my almost
full collection. This is one of the greatest Spidey
tales ever told...heartbreaking...realistic...and best
of all fun! I'll be making mine Marvel until Norman
Osborn and Mary Jane have a child!

Dan Gvozden, Age 23
Severna Park, MD
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Dear Editor,

My name is Corey and | am an avid DC fan.
(Please do not stop reading my letter). While | am
DC fan, | keep my eyes on Marvel and pluck issues
here and there to read and add to my ever growing
collection.

Sometime back, | decided to take a look at
“The Gauntlet” when | first heard it was coming
out...the premise sounded interesting...the covers
looked amazing. Electro’s issues were pretty good
and | liked the Sandman issues. .. but then | bought
and read issue #617 with the Rhino and | was really
impressed.

Time has passed and | have opted to skip
a few issues of The Gauntlet. | shopped for my
books on Wednesday and on Thursday, | checked
the ratings a popular comic book news site gave
the issues | bought the day before. | noticed that
Amazing Spider-Man #625 had one of the highest
scores of all the DC and Marvel issues this week. A
9.0 out of 10, which is a number seldom reached.
| realized this issue also had The Rhino.

So, | rode back to the comic store and
bought the issue. Having read it...I do not regret
it. This was a fantastic read on so many levels.
It had everything every comic book story should
have. Adventure, Action, Love, Loss, Pain, Good
vs. Evil...and sadly...the loss of a good man turning
back to his villainous roots and again becoming an
enemy. | felt the emotions of the characters like
never before.

| felt Aleksei’s love and loss and pain and
anger...| felt Peter's desperation to talk to Mary
Jane...that phone conversation broke my heart. |
felt for Peter in the last pages of the issue as his life
as aman and super hero crumble around him. | felt
the weight of everything on his narrow shoulders.
What balance and remarkable storytelling, Joe
Kelly. The artwork partnered the story so that it
flowed and moved with ease. It was all truly great
and | just wanted more.

So to you all there doing Amazing Spider-
Man, to Marvel, and my comic book friend and
Spider-Man Super fan, Kream...to whom | debate
unceasingly on the topic of super heroes and
comic books and who is better...| humbly admit...
this week...you won...and to those who read issue
#625 of Amazing Spider-Man...like | did...we won
too.

Corey Weeks
Greenville, NC
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To Joe Kelly and Max Fiumara,

Re; ASM #625

Some guys have the remarkable ability to
create a bunny rabbit, a cute bunny rabbit, a sweet,
wonderful, cuddly-wuddly bunny rabbit, make us
fall in love with the bunny rabbit, make us want to
live happily ever after with the lovable bunny rabbit,
and then, they kill the bunny rabbit.

Such guys ought to be tarred, feathered, and
run out of town on a pole!

Wilfred D. DeVoe

Salem, Ma.
200

My thanks to the many of you who wrote
in on #625. It was obviously an issue that moved
many of you...which tells me we need more
Rhino stories! You'll see more of Aleksei later in
the year. In fact, Waid just delivered a plot today
with the horned one in it.

2000

And if you're looking for more Spidey
this week, check out ASM Annual #37 featuring
the never-before-told story of the first team-up
between Spidey and Captain America as well
as the Return of Kurt Busiek and Patrick Olliffe’s
fan-fave feature: Untold Tales of Spider-Man
(guest-starring a certain Spidey creator whose
name rhymes with Flan Flee!

And with that, you go rest up for a couple
weeks as we put the finishing touches on the
disgustingly deadly conclusion of Shed.

Viva Cumpleanos!

Flephen Flacker
5/6/10

Regular cover by Bachalo (with lettering
by Chris Eliopoulos).

Villain variant by Joe Quinones.

NEXT!

SHED CONCLUDES!
Send e-mail to
SPIDEYOFFICE@MARVEL.COM
(please mark as OKAY TO PRINT)



Special thanks to ScanbDog for the variant cover!



